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TEMESCAL PALMS LODGE N O 314
LODGE OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS

Master . . . . . . . . . . . . . Walter E McCurry, PM, HA (Valari e)
email: wemccurry@aol.com  951-485-4512

Senior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terry O’Barr (Donna)
951-738-1796

Junior Warden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Robert T Burger (Maria)
robertburger@charter.net  951-351-956

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James D Kennedy, HA (Marlene)
951-737-0188

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James D Nighswonger, PM (Geri)
951-739-7503

APPOINTED OFFICERS

Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeffrey M Bembaron
Senior Deacon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Junior Deacon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael A Padilla (Kelly)
Assistant Secretary . . . . . . . . . David A Stiles, PM, HA (Joan)
Marshal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dale Laizare
Senior Steward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Roger Calderon
Junior Steward . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Art Masters
Tiler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Thomas V Ott, HA (Victoria)
Officer’s Coach . . . . . . . . . . James D Nighswonger, PM (Geri)

951-739-7503
Head Candidate’s Coach . . . . . Roy W Stewart, HA (Sharon)

951-736-9534
Trestleboard Photographers James D Kennedy, HA (Marlene)

Jeffrey M Bembaron
Trestleboard Editor . . . . . . Robert F Barden, PM, HA (Aleda)

email: barden4638@aol.com  951-785-4281

Inspector, 822nd Masonic District . . tFranklin R Lee, PM, HA 
(Lewrana) 951-653-8510

TEMESCAL MASONIC TEMPLE ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

David A Stiles, PM, HA . . . . . . . . . . . Dennis Brandt, HA Sec
James D Nighswonger, PM, HA . . . . . . . . . Thomas V Ott, HA
Robert T Burger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terry O’Barr
Walter E McCurry, PM, HA . . . . . . . Erdean P Johnson, PM

TEMESCAL PALMS LODGE TRUSTEES

Franklin R Lee, PM, HA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Herb Higgins, PM
Erdean P Johnson, PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michael P Miller

Dale Laizure

LODGE APPOINTED COMMITTEES

AUDIT

Robert Burger - Chairman
James Holder . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terry O’Barr

MEMBERSHIP

Erdean Johnson, PM - Chairman
Mike Padilla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob McEnery

Membership Retention
James Nighswonger, PM, HA - Chairman

Roy Stewart, HA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Miller

YOUTH ORDERS
David Stiles, PM, HA - Chairman

Dennis Brandt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Barden, PM, HA

TEMESCAL MASONIC CENTER
2313 South Main Street

Corona, CA 92882
951-737-2013

Building Manager . . . . . . . . Thomas V Ott, HA  951-735-7479

This Months Events
t
6 Tue 6:30 / 7:30 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stated Meeting Dinner / Meeting
9 Fri 5:00 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Installation Practice & Set up

10 Sat 2:00 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117th Installation of Officers 
13 Tue 6:00 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Trustee Meeting

7:30 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Degree Practice
19 Mon 7:00 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Temple Association
20 Tue 7:30 PM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2nd Degree - Bro Ricardo Saez
27 Tue 6:00 / 7:00 PM Officer’s Association Dinner/Meeting @ Riverside
30 Fri 7:30 PM . . . . . . . . . 822nd Third Degree Team @ Temescal Palms

2008 Box Score
Gains

Initiated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Passed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Raised . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Affiliated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Restored . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 0

Losses
Demitted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Suspended . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Deaths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . 6

Total Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 139

Annual Installation of Officers
The Annual Installation of Officers will be held on January 10, 2009 at 2:00 PM at
the Temescal Masonic Center. The 2009 officers are looking forward to an active
and interesting year. The Lodge is currently backed up with degrees and will be busy
for the first couple of months playing catch up. This is a good problem to have. Most
of the candidates are below the average age of the Lodge and that is a good thing
too. Please take the time to attend the installation to show your support of and to
meet and greet the new officers. They are looking forward to your support and
attendance at this year’s activities. Lately we have had good attendance at all the
degrees we have conferred. If you have not attended a degree in a while, you need
to get to the next degree scheduled. See you in Lodge!
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FROM THE EAST
Brethren:  We are starting yet another great
Masonic year. We have many young men
becoming active in Masonry and we will strive

to keep these young Masons active and busy. This is the
last year of my three year journey and I plan to make it the
Lodge’s best year, with the help of the many Brothers and
Sisters of our Masonic family. We have a young officer
line and I intend to utilize their bright and energy filled
ideas to make 2009 a very fun and exciting year for
Temescal Palms. I urge all our officers and members not to
be shy with your ideas, bring them up, let’s discuss them
and then we can implement them. Just remember one thing,
if you come up with the idea, you’re more than likely going
to be the chairman of that event. We have many new and
energy filled Masons in our Lodge and with all your help
we can get every one active in one aspect of the Lodge or
another, there is much more to be active in than just a line
officer. So with that, I ask all of you to speak up and get
active in your Lodge in 2009

For 2009 we will continue to CHANGE, GROW and
PROSPER

See You at Lodge
Walter E. McCurry, PM, HA

Master
FROM THE WEST

Another year has gone by(so quickly) and I am
looking forward to this New Year.  As you know
the Senior Warden is charged with advancing

members through the degrees.  Bro. Roy Stewart will be in
charge of coaching.  He will co-ordinate coaches and
candidates.  There are a few candidates that have not
advanced, if you are one of these members, DON’T STAY
AWAY. WE NEED YOU.  You can participate in many
ways.  There are only a few things that require you to be a
Master Mason.  Hopefully you will advance to the next
degree as you participate in the activities of the Lodge.  As
the number of members participating increases the more
fun we can have.  The new term will start after the
Installation,  We need your input to make this a fun place
to be and a Lodge to be proud of. Remember this is your
Lodge.

Terry O’Barr
Senior Warden

It’s easier to do the job right than to explain why you
didn’t.

FROM THE SECRETARY
Greetings Brethren! The New Year is upon us and I
firmly believe our lodge has a bright future in 2009.
We will be doing a lot of degree work and hopefully

seeing the trend of new members coming in to our lodge.
We have done well this past year and I think the New Year
will continue.  If you haven’t been out, come on back and
get reacquainted.

Dues notices have been mailed out and the response so far
is good.  Many of you have already paid your dues
promptly.  When I send out the paid dues card you are also
receiving an information sheet.  The  response on this has
also been good.  It helps me keep our records corrected with
your past history as a mason.  When we changed over from
Logical to I Member we lost a lot of data.   Now I am trying
to get it up to date,

Our installation of officers will be Sat., Jan 10, 2009 at 2:00
P.M.  I hope we will have a good crowd for this event.  It is
always nice to see the side lines full.  Make your plans now
to attend and see the 2009 officers installed.  Then join us in
the dinning room for fellowship and refreshments.  Hope to
see you all there.

We are getting this issue out early so you can attend all the
functions at the end of December.  Don’t forget the
Christmas Party with OES and the Lodge.  Saturday,
December 20th, at 2:00 P.M.  Bring the kids, grandchildren,
or neighborhood strays if you wish.  If you do, be sure to
bring a $10.00 gift for them with their name on the tag.
Santa will be there handing out gifts and goodies.

Brethren I still am looking for a couple of brethren who
would like to become qualified in the funeral service.  You
need not memorize the entire service rather selected parts.
You mainly need to be able to give it without having to look
like you are reading it….Give it some thought and let me
know if interested.

I hope you and you families all had a great holiday season
and will also have a great new year.

See You In  Lodge,

James D Nighswonger, PM, HA
Secretary

Birds sing after a storm, why shouldn’t we?
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MASONIC EDUCATION

Bro Mike Padilla and his wife Kelly brought me some
information on the Alamo in San Antonio, Texas.  We’re
sure you’ll find this History and the Masonic connection
interesting. I’ve included a picture of the plaque the Grand
Lodge of Texas placed to honor the known and unknown
Mason who sacrificed all for the freedom of others.

The known Masons are:

James Bonham
James Bowie

David Crockett
Almaron Dickenson

William Barret Travis

Originally named Misión San Antonio de Valero, the
Alamo served as home to missionaries and their Indian
converts for nearly seventy years. Construction began on
the present site in 1724. In 1793, Spanish officials
secularized San Antonio's five missions and distributed
their lands to the remaining Indian residents. These men
and women continued to farm the fields, once the mission's
but now their own, and participated in the growing
community of San Antonio.

In the early 1800s, the Spanish military stationed a
cavalry unit at the former mission. The soldiers referred to
the old mission as the Alamo (the Spanish word for
"cottonwood") in honor of their hometown Alamo de
Parras, Coahuila. The post's commander established the
first recorded hospital in Texas in the Long Barrack. The
Alamo was home to both Revolutionaries and Royalists
during Mexico's ten-year struggle for independence. The

military — Spanish, Rebel, and then Mexican — continued
to occupy the Alamo until the Texas Revolution.

San Antonio and the Alamo played a critical role in the
Texas Revolution. In December 1835, Ben Milam led
Texian and Tejano volunteers against Mexican troops
quartered in the city. After five days of house-to-house
fighting, they forced General Marín Perfecto de Cós and his
soldiers to surrender. The victorious volunteers then
occupied the Alamo — already fortified prior to the battle
by Cós' men — and strengthened its defenses.

On February 23, 1836, the arrival of General Antonio
López de Santa Anna's army outside San Antonio nearly
caught them by surprise. Undaunted, the Texians and
Tejanos prepared to defend the Alamo together. The
defenders held out for 13 days against Santa Anna's army.
William B. Travis, the commander of the Alamo sent forth
couriers carrying pleas for help to communities in Texas.
On the eighth day of the siege, a band of 32 volunteers from
Gonzales arrived, bringing the number of defenders to
nearly two hundred. Legend holds that with the possibility
of additional help fading, Colonel Travis drew a line on the
ground and asked any man willing to stay and fight to step
over — all except one did. As the defenders saw it, the
Alamo was the key to the defense of Texas, and they were
ready to give their lives rather than surrender their position
to General Santa Anna. Among the Alamo's garrison were
Jim Bowie, renowned knife fighter, and David Crockett,
famed frontiersman and former congressman from
Tennessee.

The final assault came before daybreak on the morning
of March 6, 1836, as columns of Mexican soldiers emerged
from the predawn darkness and headed for the Alamo's
walls. Cannon and small arms fire from inside the Alamo
beat back several attacks. Regrouping, the Mexicans scaled
the walls and rushed into the compound. Once inside, they
turned a captured cannon on the Long Barrack and church,
blasting open the barricaded doors. The desperate struggle
continued until the defenders were overwhelmed. By
sunrise, the battle had ended and Santa Anna entered the
Alamo compound to survey the scene of his victory.

While the facts surrounding the siege of the Alamo
continue to be debated, there is no doubt about what the
battle has come to symbolize. People worldwide continue to
remember the Alamo as a heroic struggle against impossible
odds – a place where men made the ultimate sacrifice for
freedom. For this reason, the Alamo remains hallowed
ground and the Shrine of Texas Liberty.




